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BACKGROUND
• The Central Okanagan Public Schools Transportation 

Department transports approximately 5,000 students each day

• Largest bus fleet in the Province

• Transportation Department maintains the fleet with a full-
service mechanic shop that inspects, repairs, and provides 
regular maintenance to all district owned vehicles and 
equipment. 



TRANSPORTATION REQUIREMENT
• Transportation service is not a 

requirement under the School Act but 
Boards may choose to assist in 
providing this service.

• Central Okanagan School District has 
historically and continues to be 
committed to providing a safe and 
efficient student transportation system. 

• Manage a service level that will be 
sustainable year to year and 
accommodate future growth and 
changing demographics. 



ROUTE REVIEWS
• Transportation Department continually review’s bus routes

• Route adjustments or changes can include the addition or removal of bus routes 
and/or services. 

• When reviewing and planning bus routes, student safety, costs, distances, road 
conditions, and the number of students involved are all factors that must be 
considered  

• Consider new development areas for future planning of transportation needs.



SOUTH CENTRAL KELOWNA

Transporting 
789 Students



LAKE COUNTRY

Transporting 
642 Students



NORTH CENTRAL GLENMORE

Transporting
475 Students



SOUTH CENTRAL KELOWNA

Transporting
809 Students



RUTLAND

Transporting
594 Students



WEST KELOWNA - CNB

Transporting
1371 Students



WEST KELOWNA- PEACHLAND GMS

Transporting
317 Students



ELIGIBILITY
• Eligible students for grades K-3 are at least 4.0 kms away from 

their catchment school and 4.8 km away for Grades 4-12. 

• Distances are not a measure of what the District feels is an 
appropriate distance to the school. 

• These are historical walk limits originally determined by the 
Ministry of Education.



SCHOOL BUS REGISTRATION
• School bus routes are developed based on the registration of 

eligible ridership.  
• Once registration deadline has passed, courtesy wait 

registrations are processed and assigned a seat on a bus route, 
provided:

a) there is seat space available on the school bus
b) the student meets the bus at an existing stop along the route; and,
c) the fee for transportation service has been paid



SCHOOL BUS REGISTRATION
• Students requiring transportation in the District must be 

registered for the school bus, each year.

https://transportation.sd23.bc.ca/



SCHOOL BUS SAFETY

Canadian School Bus Driver 
Training Program

We Stop – You Stop



SCHOOL BUS STOP



SCHOOL BUS STOP



TRANSPORTATION FUNDING



PROCEDURE & POLICY
• Planning school bus routes has its challenges as there are multiple 

changing factors throughout the school year.

• These include growth, late registrations, and family movement around the 
District, courtesy waitlists, educational programing, geographic 
accessibility, road upgrades, and the occasional capping of schools.  

• To effectively address the issues in the annual planning of bus routes the, 
the department applies policies and procedures as outlined in:  

Policy 470 – Transportation Services Management

Policy 470R – Transportation Services Management (Regulations) 

Policy 475 – Transportation: Authority and Responsibility

Policy 475R – Transportation: Authority and Responsibility 

(Regulations) 



TRANSPORTATION PLANNING
The Transportation Department has started planning for the 
2019/2020 school year. Some of the significant changes and 
challenges for the upcoming year include:
• Opening of Canyon Falls Middle School 
• Expansion of French Immersion programs to Hudson Road Elementary 

School and Glenrosa Middle School
• Some bus routes at full capacity
• Increased demand for courtesy riders
• Transportation of students who were directed from a capped school



CONSIDERATIONS
If the Transportation Guidelines are applied as they are currently written 
there are a number of outcomes that the Board should be aware of:

• Chute Lake Elementary school is currently capped. Students that are 
therefore in the Chute Lake Catchment are currently provided transportation 
to Anne McClymont Elementary. A number of families in this area have also 
chosen to attend Dorothea Walker to access the French Immersion Program 
and have been provided transportation as courtesy riders to that school. 
With the opening of Canyon Falls Middle School, Chute Lake Elementary will 
likely no longer be capped.

• Canyon Falls Middle school is opening in September, 2019. Initial planning 
for bus routes indicates, of the 472 students planning to be moved to 
Canyon Falls, only 14% are considered eligible.

• With French Immersion being expanded to the Westside a number of 
parents are concerned that due to the location of Glenrosa Middle School 
they would be challenged to transport their children as it would require 
backtracking to the school before moving into Kelowna or West Kelowna.



CONSIDERATIONS
The Board should be cautioned that any changes to regulations at this time will have a domino 
affect throughout the District. Careful planning will be required to identify the full impact of any 
changes.
In order to move forward: 
• What will they do with the students that are currently being transported from the Upper 

Mission? Will they be grandfathered?

• If consideration is given to transport French Immersion students in any area will this be 
extended to other areas?

• Would the bussing of French Immersion students only apply to Elementary students or all?

• Would bussing for specialty programs only be provided for French Immersion or expanded for 
other programs?

• Once the guidelines are determined do we have enough buses? 

• Do we have enough bus drivers?

• Should the walk limit being reviewed?
• How should we determine how courtesy riders are accepted?
• What is the appropriate level for the Transportation Fee?

• Should we review the registration deadlines for determining eligible riders?
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