
How to Make Inferences 
Not all information is included in a text, 

 a reader needs to be able to reasonably "fill in," 
hypothesize, and predict, 

 based on evidence in the text. 
 

• Figure out explanations for the events in this 
story. 

 
• Explain why a character acts a certain way 

 
• Look at HOW a character says something as a clue 

to the hidden meaning 
 

• For words you don't know, see if other words in 
the sentence can give you a clue to understanding 
the unknown word 

 
• Search for clues to give insight into a character's 

personality, beliefs or motivations 
 
 
 

I._____________ 
           R.________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 C._____________ 
          D._________________ 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Ask yourself this: 
How do you know the author meant this? 



Inferencing 
 
This exercise will help you practice the skill of inferring and check you 
know how to look for clues in a reading passage. 
 
 
"Only those of an imposing stature were chosen to play football by 
the natural team leaders who emerged every playtime. My chore was 
to sit behind the goal at the river end of the field and retrieve any balls 
stupid enough to avoid the grasp of Tam Knight or "Spite" as he was 
referred to in whispers by most of the lower school. 
On occasion this meant removing my boots and socks - if I happened 
to be wearing any that day. This particular day the water was higher 
than usual and as I tried to reach the ball I slipped off the slimy rock 
on which I perched and plunged into the murky wetness. 
While this was bad enough, I stood up just in time to see my left boot 
float down the river and disappear under the bridge. 
The roars of laughter and finger pointing were nothing compared to 
what I would have to endure when I went home bootless!" 
 
 
 
Choose whether you think each statement is true or false. 
 
1 The narrator was quite small as a child.               True         False 
2 The narrator enjoyed helping out at playtime.       True False 
3 Tam Knight was a popular boy.                True False 
4 The narrator came from a wealthy family.        True False 
5 The narrator had a happy childhood.                True False 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



Name _____________________  Date ___________________ 

 
 

Authors imply; therefore readers have to infer. 
 
 
 

 

 
 
 

FACTS 

Inferences 


